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HILD, WILL HAVE TO COOPERATE WITHOUT FEAR OR DREAD. 
SPIRITUALLY AND PHYSICALLY YOU WILL SUFFER.”

Message of Amsterdam – Ap  ril 1, 1951

“YOU,
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May 31, 2002

In Response to Inquiries Concerning the Lady of All Nations Apparitions

As Bishop of Haarlem/Amsterdam, I have been requested to make a statement regarding the 
authenticity of the apparitions of Mary as the Lady of All Nations in Amsterdam during the 
years of 1945-1959. Many members of the faithful and bishops have emphasized the urgency 
for clarification. I also have been personally aware that this development of devotion, which 
has spanned over 50 years, calls for this.

As it is known, my predecessor, Msgr. H. Bomers, and myself had previously given permission 
for public veneration in 1996. As to the supernatural character of the apparitions and contents 
of the messages, we did not give our judgment, but declared that „everyone is free to make a 
judgment for himself or herself according to their conscience.“ Having had a generally positive 
attitude towards authenticity, we decided to await further development and to „discern the 
spirit“ further (cf. 1 Thes 5:19-21).

Over the period of six subsequent years, I observed that the devotion had taken its place in the 
spiritual life of millions all over the world, and that it possesses the support of many bishops. 
Many experiences of conversion and reconciliation, as well as healings and special protection 
also have been reported to me. In full recognition of the responsibility of the Holy See, it is 
primarily the task of the local bishop to speak out in conscience regarding the authenticity of 
private revelations that take place or have taken place within his diocese.

Therefore I have asked once again for the advice of theologians and psychologists concerning 
outcomes of previous investigations, and the questions and objections deriving from them. 
Their recommendations state that no theological or psychological impediments for a declaration 
of supernatural authenticity can be found therein. I have also requested the judgment of a 
number of brother bishops concerning the fruits and development of the devotion, who within 
their own dioceses have experienced a strong devotion of Mary as the Mother and Lady of 
All Nations. In light and virtue of all these recommendations, testimonies and developments, 
and in pondering all this in prayer and theological reflection, I have come to the conclusion 
that the apparitions of the Lady of All Nations in Amsterdam consist of a supernatural origin.



Naturally, the influence of the human element still exists. Authentic images and visions are 
always transmitted to us, in the words of Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation 
of the Doctrine of Faith, „through the filter of our senses, which carry out a work of translation...“ 
and „...are influenced by the potentialities and limitations of the perceiving subject“ (Cardinal 
Ratzinger, Theological Commentary In Preparation for the Release of the Third Part of the 
Secret of Fatima, L’Osservatore Romano, June 28, 2000).

Unlike Holy Scripture, private revelations are never binding upon the conscience of the faithful. 
They are a help in understanding the signs of the times and to help live more fully the Gospel 
(cf. Lk 12:56, Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 67). And the signs of our times are dramatic. 
The devotion to the Lady of All Nations can help us, in my sincere conviction, in guiding us 
on the right path during the present serious drama of our times, the path to a new and special 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Who alone can heal the great wounds of our times.

To follow the further development of this devotion and to come to an even deeper insight into 
its meaning, I have installed a commission whose task it will be to continue to document all 
initiatives, experiences, and testimonies stemming from the devotion in order to help insure 
and preserve a correct ecclesial and theological progress of devotion.

Bisdom van Haarlem          
Nieuwe Gracht 80, Postbus 1053, 2001 BB Haarlem, Tel. 023 - 511 26 00, Fax 023 - 511 26 29 
Militair Ordinariaat

I hope this has provided sufficient information and clarification.
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Introduction
by Hélène van der Heijden-Peerdeman
Daughter of Ida Peerdeman’s brother Piet

When I heard that a biography was to be written about Aunt Ida, I was pretty skeptical. For years, 
things have been published about her, but often the facts were distorted or falsely represented. This 
caused a lot of suffering for my aunt and had painful consequences in her life. However, after reading the 
manuscript of the following biography, I may say with great peace that all the details have been handled 
very carefully.

Fr. Paul Maria Sigl knew Ida very well and understood her and her vocation like nobody else. He 
had her complete trust and she considered him her spiritual son. It seems to me that in this biography he 
has been successful in authentically presenting Aunt Ida’s personality and her special task. The beautiful 
layout with pictures from our family album awoke in me many memories of altogether happy times, in 
which we also lived through the difficulties together as a family.

The supernatural nature of the messages has always been certain to me. Therefore, I was happy when 
Bishop J. M. Punt took a positive position regarding the authenticity of the apparitions on May 31, 2002.

A very special confirmation of the supernatural nature of the messages of Amsterdam for me is also 
the fact that the prayer is now found being spread over the whole world and prayed by millions of people, 
even though the message of the Lady of All Nations was given to Aunt Ida in the beginning in a very 
small family circle.

Hélène van der Heijden-Peerdeman

Amsterdam, March 25, 2005
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In thankful remembrance and with all my heart, 
I dedicate this biography to Ida Peerdeman, 
the visionary of Amsterdam, on the occasion of her 100th birthday.
She lived heroic obedience for decades to her spiritual director and to the Church 
as bearer of the message from the coredemptive Mother of All Nations.

Dedication

She was an example for everyone in her 
extraordinary fidelity to God’s task, in her readiness 
to sacrifice, her quiet patience and waiting. Some 
people have called her a “second Bernadette”. 
When you consider what significance the Lady 
of All Nations, her shrine in Amsterdam, and the 
dogma will have for the future of humanity, this 
comparison is certainly appropriate.

Personally, I also have Mother Ida to thank 
for more than I can say. She prayed and sacrificed 
25 years as a spiritual mother for my priesthood.



HILD, ARE THE INSTRUMENT
ONLY THE INSTRUMENT.”

Message of Amsterdam – March 28, 1951

“YOU, 



The first photograph of little Ida 
with her four-year-old brother Piet. 
At this mill in Alkmaar—which all the 
locals have always called “Piet’s Mill”—
the inseparable brother and sister 
liked to go fishing.
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CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH

The 2-year-old

At age 11

On August 13, 1905, Ida Peerdeman is born in 
Alkmaar, Holland, the youngest of five children. There 
is a nice episode recounting this, for on the same day 
Gesina, her eldest sister, celebrates her birthday. She 
has wanted a new doll for a long time, and so her father 
guides her into the bedroom where her mother is lying 
with the newborn baby, Ida. Gesina understands, and 
stamps her foot in protest, complaining, “I don’t want 
a doll like that! I want a real doll!”

At the little one’s baptism in the parish church, St. 
Joseph, she is given the name Isje Johanna, but she 
will always be called just Ida.

Shortly before World War I the Peerdeman family 
moves to Amsterdam. Ida is just eight years old when, 
after giving birth, her 35-year-old mother dies along 
with the child. Following this great sorrow which 
deeply affects everyone, the oldest sister, Gesina, has 
to give up her wish of becoming a nurse. 

Only 16 years old, she strives hard to be a good 
mother for her three sisters and her brother Piet. 

Since the father, a textile salesman, is often on business trips 
throughout the Netherlands, she must try to hold her family 
together. They treasure their family life at home all the more. 
Ida especially loves being together with her brother Piet, who 
understands her, with whom she can speak, and who consoles 
her when she is sad. As a Catholic family they attend Holy 
Mass on Sunday and they pray before meals, but that is all.

In her childhood, Ida goes to the Dominican church every 
weekend for confession with Fr. Frehe, who will later become 
her spiritual director. Her life continues like this for several 
years, until October 13, 1917. On this memorable Saturday 
afternoon in the month of the Holy Rosary, also the day of 
the miracle of the sun in Fatima, something amazing happens 
on her way home from her weekly confession.

St. Josef in Alkmaar 
where Ida was baptized
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The 12-year-old Ida witnesses a heavenly apparition. At the end of the street she sees an overwhelming 
light and a radiant woman within, who looks like a very beautiful Jewish woman. The child immediately 
recognizes her as Mary. With her arms spread out a little, with a kind, joyful look, and without saying a 
word, she stands in the shining light. Never before in her life has Ida seen something so beautiful. After 
the woman makes a friendly sign, the girl hurries 
home.

It is understandable that her father admon-
ishes her to remain silent about it, recommending 
that she forget everything. “For God’s sake, don’t 
tell this to anyone. You would be ridiculed and 
considered crazy. That’s all we need!” So Ida does 
not speak about it, even though something similar 
happens on two of the following Saturdays. The 
beautiful woman appears again as if in the sun, 
smiling and remaining silent, just as the first time, 
while Ida returns home from confession.

All of this happens in the month of October 
1917, in which Mary appears for the last time 
to the three shepherd children in Fatima. Ida, 
of course, knows nothing about this. Fr. Frehe, 
as Ida’s confidant and the counselor of the 
Peerdeman family, hears about the extraordinary 
happenings. He, too, strongly encourages her to 
keep it to herself, and, better yet, not to think about 
it anymore. And thus Ida’s initial preparation for 
the later Marian apparitions remains completely 
hidden.1

Thirty-three years later, during the 25th 
apparition, Ida anxiously asks Our Lady, “Will they believe me?” In her answer Our Lady herself reminds 
Ida of her three-fold coming in 1917, saying, “Yes, that is why I came to you before––when you did not 
understand. It was not necessary then; it was the proof for now” (December 10, 1950). This means that now, 
just as before, the apparitions are not a deception, but truly Mary.

After primary school, Ida wants to continue her studies to become a kindergarten teacher. After 
her time of practical training, however, she is turned away with the statement, “Unfortunately you are 
not qualified. Your imagination is not good enough, and you have too little creativity.” Nobody foresees 
how important this statement will someday be in the visionary’s life, namely, when she is accused that 
the apparitions might merely be the illusion of her vivid imagination.

Many years later, a psychological examination (at the bishop’s request) states that she is totally normal. 
Ida has no ability for pictorial visualization; she is unimaginative, yet straightforward.

THE FIRST MEETING WITH MARY

YOUR IMAGINATION IS NOT GOOD ENOUGH

At age 15
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“AGAIN AND AGAIN HAVE I EXPERIENCED 
GOD’S EXTRAORDINARY HELP IN MY LIFE.”

Ida Peerdeman

1932
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When Ida is about 18 or 19 years old, 
she decides to work in the office of a perfume 
factory in Amsterdam, where she will remain 
for many years. She is very popular among her 
co-workers because of her kind and modest 
ways. The attractive young lady has several 
admirers, but she does not feel herself called to 
marriage. In this time Ida suffers more and more 
from demonic attacks. To this day Hélène , the 
daughter of Ida’s brother Piet, remembers very 
well all that was told within the family circle 
about this painful time of demonic torments. 
While taking a walk through the streets of the 
town, a certain man catches Ida’s attention. 
He is dressed in all black, similar to a priest. 
Afraid of his uncanny, penetrating glance, she 
tries to evade him by quickening her pace. 
Her follower, however, is faster. He grabs her 
forcefully by the arm, trying to drag her into 
a nearby canal, as if to drown her. In this life-
threatening moment, Ida hears a soft voice 
which calms her and promises help. In the same 
moment the man, shouting horribly, releases her 
and disappears without a trace. After this her 
father gives Gesina the task of accompanying 
her younger sister to work every day and 
picking her up in the evening. Nevertheless, 
they meet this strange man once more, who 
laughs coldly, but does not dare touch Ida. 
Even a third time the devil approaches the 
20-year-old girl and slyly attempts to draw her 
into a deadly accident. This time he appears to 
her as a frail old woman, who claims to know 
Ida very well from church. She gives the girl 
an address and invites her to come and visit as 
soon as possible. Ida says “no,” but she cannot 
refuse the woman’s request to help her at least 
cross the street. In the middle of the street, she 
is overcome by paralyzing fear as she again 
feels an iron, claw-like grip on her arm. A shout 
follows, and Satan disappears. He has led her 
directly in front of an approaching tram, which 
barely stops in the last second, missing Ida by 
just a hair. In the evening, when her brother Piet, 
together with his future brother-in-law, searches 
out the address given by the old woman, he finds 
only an old, abandoned house.2
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Ida is severely tormented by demons at home 
too, and her family suffers together with her, as 
Ida’s brother Piet later recounts to his daughter Hé-
lène. Once, for example, while Fr. Frehe prepares at 
the parish house to visit the Peerdeman family, Ida, 
at her home, begins to shout and curse. Suddenly 
she has such physical strength that she is able to 
lift a heavy chair over her head. Her voice is totally 
changed. We know of similar phenomena from the 
life of Blessed Myriam of Abellin, a Carmelite who 
sometimes also had to endure expiatory possession 
before receiving exceptional graces.

Her family members are witnesses when the 
living room lamp swings back and forth and the 
doorbell or fuse box continually makes noise on 
their own. When doors and closets spring open 
by themselves, the father would sometimes say 
with humor, “Come in, everyone. The more the 
merrier!” Fr. Frehe advises him to ignore the 
demonic harassment as much as possible. Their 

father’s fearlessness helps the whole family 
very much. Following his example, they attach 
as little importance as possible to extraordinary 
happenings. But when it is especially hard for 
them all, they encourage one another with a wise 
saying, “Laugh, youngsters, for if we don’t laugh, 
the little devils will—and we don’t want to give 
them that pleasure!” 

Once, however, as an invisible hand chokes Ida 
and the attacks become extremely strong, Fr. Frehe 
understands that he should perform an exorcism 
over her. During the exorcism the family hears 
Satan’s revolting voice, which from Ida’s mouth 
hatefully curses the priest. Fr. Frehe experiences 
the demons’ rage also in other ways.

Thus both Ida and her spiritual director are 
prepared by a twenty-year-long spiritual lesson for 
the grace-filled event which one day will concern 
the entire world—the coming of the Mother and 
Lady of All Nations.3

Fr. Frehe, Ida’s confessor and spiritual 
director, was personally deeply convinced 
of the authenticity of the messages, yet he 
was anything but gullible. 
A Dominican with a theological education, 
he strictly examined the visions and words 
of Our Lady which were conveyed to him 
by the visionary.
A selfless and devoted pastor, he was kind 
and gentle with everyone. He could be 
truly strict only with himself—and, when 
concerning matters of the Lady of aLL 
NatioNs, with the visionary too.

DEMONIC TORMENTS IN THE FAMILY



15

Ida, who understands nothing of military strat-
egy, has another vision of something inconceivable 
at the time. She sees the German army, which still 
has not lost a battle, pinched off and surrounded 
by the Red Army at Stalingrad. 

In May 1940, at the highpoint of German 
“successes,” Ida already sees the end of Hitler and 
Mussolini. Even Ida’s best friend laughs about this 
prophecy.

None of the foreseen events have come to pass 
yet as her war visions come to a sudden end. Ida 
begins a new phase of her life.

For years now Ida’s life continues peacefully. 
Just once—still long before the outbreak of World 
War II—while working at her office desk, she 
unexpectedly sees in a vision countless exhausted 
soldiers passing by. Then, in 1940, when Ida is 
35-years-old, the so-called “war visions” begin, 
visions of the future concerning World War II. 
Seeing the approaching battle fronts, Ida, with her 
eyes closed, traces their course upon the table. Her 
brother, in the meantime, marks them down on a 
map with pins. The visions correspond exactly to 
the latest news broadcasts from secret transmitters.4

THE 33-YEAR-OLD’S WAR VISIONS

German Prisoners of War in Stalingrad — 1945
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In silence and secrecy the plan of salvation began in the grace-filled womb of the Immaculate 
Conception, in her who will once be called the Coredemptrix. It is surely no coincidence that Mary chose 
this particular feast day to reveal herself as “The Lady and Mother,” for the messages of Amsterdam are 
of universal, salvific importance for the Church and world.

Let us have Ida herself tell us of this event: “It was March 25, 1945, the Feast of the Annunciation. 
My sisters and I sat talking in the drawing-room, around the pot-bellied stove. The war was still going on, 
and it was the time of the ‘hunger-winter.’ Fr. Frehe was in town that day and stopped by for a brief visit.” 
(Fr. J. Frehe, O.P., was her spiritual director and confessor for 50 years, from 1917 until his death in 1967.)

“Well, you know what that comes to: we talked about the war and about our experiences. There 
had been more raids that week and the like. So we had quite a story to tell. Anyway, we were in deep 
conversation, when all at once—to this day I don’t know how or why—I felt drawn to the adjoining room 
and suddenly I saw a light appearing there. I said to myself, ‘Where is that light coming from? And what 
a curious light!’ I stood up and couldn’t help going towards it.”

World War II is not yet fin-
ished when, on March 25, 1945, 
the great Marian apparitions of 
Amsterdam begin. On this day the 
Church celebrates the Feast of the 
Annunciation, the greatest event in 
the history of man: God takes on 
human nature in Jesus, to redeem 
us from sin and death.

MESSAGES 
OF

SALVATION HISTORY
IMPORTANCE

THE FIRST APPARITION OF 
THE LADY OF ALL NATIONS
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“There, in the corner of the 
room, I saw the light coming near-
er. The wall disappeared before 
my eyes, and with it everything 
that had been there. It was one 
sea of light and an infinite depth. 
It was neither sunlight nor electric 
light. I couldn’t tell what sort of light 
it was. And out of that depth I sud-
denly saw a figure coming forward, 
a living figure, a female form; I can 
give no other explanation. 

“She was dressed in a long, white garment and wearing a sash, very feminine. She was standing 
with her arms lowered and the palms of her hands turned outward, towards me. 

“As I looked, something strange came over me. I asked myself, ‘What is this?’ And even now I don’t 
understand how I dared to think, ‘It must be the Blessed Virgin; it can’t be otherwise.’ Meanwhile I heard 
my sisters and Fr. Frehe say, ‘Now what are you going to do’ and, ‘What are you up to?’ But because 
I was strongly drawn to that figure, I couldn’t give an answer. Then, all at once, the figure began to 
speak to me. She said, ‘Repeat after me.’ I therefore began—she spoke very slowly—to repeat after 
her, word-for-word.

“IN ALL 
TRANQUILITY I CAME...”

MAY 31, 1958

This photograph, which was taken 
at Ida’s home in the 1950’s, shows 
us the plain surroundings in which 
these most important messages 
were given.
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“My sisters and Fr. Frehe had gathered around 
me. I heard Fr. Frehe say, ‘What is she going to 
do now? Playing the saint, is she?’ However, when 
he heard me begin speaking, he said to my sister 
Truus, ‘Just write down what she says.’ My sister 
saw no sense in it; she found it silly. But Fr. Frehe 
said, ‘Write it down.’ After I had repeated a couple 
of sentences, I heard Fr. Frehe say, ‘Listen, just 
ask who it is.’ And then I asked, ‘Are you Mary?’ 
The figure smiled at me and answered, ‘They 
will call me the Lady, Mother.’ At the words 
‘The Lady’ she moved her head slightly towards 
me. And so I repeated after her, ‘They will call me 
The Lady, Mother.’ At that I heard Fr. Frehe say, 
‘The Lady? Well, I’ve never heard that before! The 
Lady!’ And he and my sister that was doing the 
writing burst out laughing. Inwardly this irritated 
me a little. I thought, ‘If only you would see what I 

see, you wouldn’t be laughing like that.’ I couldn’t 
blame them, though, for they couldn’t see what I 
was seeing at that moment. After the figure had 
said everything for me to repeat, she withdrew very 
slowly. Only then did the light also disappear, and 
all at once I saw everything around me in the room 
as it had always been. Naturally enough Fr. Frehe 
began to ask, ‘What was that all about?’ I replied, 
‘Well, I myself don’t know either. I think it was Mary.’ 
‘Oh,’ he said, but made no further comment.” [Fr. 
Brouwer, of the Assumptionist Order, heard these 
accounts from the mouth of the visionary herself, 
and recorded them on an audio tape.]

During this first apparition of Our Lady, a cross 
is placed before Ida. “I take it up very slowly, and 
it is heavy.” With this heavy cross Ida accepts her 
vocation as bearer and bringer of the messages of 
Amsterdam.

During her childhood and youth Ida prepares 
for her very special vocation. Just as with all 
prophets, this simple, 40-year-old office-worker 
is also suddenly and unexpectedly entrusted with 
a serious responsibility. Within a 15-year period, 
ending May 31, 1959, she receives 56 messages 
from Our Lady. Subsequently, continuing into 
the 1980’s, the Lord grants her what are called 
“Eucharistic Experiences.”

In contrast to many other apparition sites, 
in Amsterdam everything remains hidden and in 
silence. “In all tranquility I came,” said the Lady 
on May 31, 1958. The majority of the messages 
are given to Ida at her home. Her sister Truus 
(Gertrude), a schoolteacher, writes down word-
for-word all of the Lady’s statements as Ida 
repeats them. This is possible because she speaks 
slowly and makes long pauses before showing the 
visionary a new image or giving a new thought. 
When it seems necessary, Ida completes the 
experience through personal commentaries.

Especially in the first years, the messages are 
very coded, apocalyptic, and symbolic. Similar 
to the great prophets of the Old Testament, 
the visionary of Amsterdam belongs to the 
theologically untrained, to simple people. She often 
does not quite understand what she sees. Words like 
‘Paraclete,’ ‘meteor,’ and ‘Ruach’ are completely 
unknown to her. She also has great difficulty putting 
into words what she sees in visions of unknown 
events. But Our Lady consoles Ida, “Tell your 
spiritual director that the Lord always chooses the 
weak for His exalted plans. He can be at ease” (April 
4, 1954). “Once again I say: the Son always looks 
for the little, the simple for His cause” (April 15, 
1951). Mary lets her child understand, “You have a 
great task to accomplish” (June 15, 1952). Ida is only 
an instrument, as Our Lady likes to call her. Yet 
she says, “By means of this instrument in a small 
country which is on a downward slope, the Lady 
of All Nations will give her motherly admonitions 
and consolations” (May 31, 1954).

IDA AND THE MESSAGES
“You are the instrument. The Lady is taking care of everything.” 
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“DO NOT HESITATE. FOR I MYSELF NEVER HESITATED.”

As a wise, kind, loving teacher, she educates 
her student in the visions: “Listen well!” “Look 
carefully!” “Read!” “Mark well!” “Warn!” “Tell!” 
“Spread it out!” ...

As messenger and deliverer, Ida must pass on 
in obedience all which the Lady of All Nations 
so urgently wishes to tell the Pope, the Bishop of 
Haarlem-Amsterdam, the Church, theologians, the 
world, and all peoples, so that a renewal in the Holy 
Spirit may come.

Understandably, the visionary often feels 
herself weak and unable to fulfill this difficult task. 
More than once she anxiously asks the Lady, “But 
will they believe me?” 

Mary, however, calms and encourages her, and 
so also her spiritual director, “Do not hesitate. For 
I myself never hesitated” (August 15, 1951). “Do not 
be so afraid. Why be afraid regarding the concerns 
of the Son?” (March 28, 1951). “I am only asking you 
to do what I tell you. More is not expected. … You, 

child of man, cannot estimate what great value this 
can have” (March 4, 1951). “You are telling me that 
you have only empty hands to offer. The Lady is 
only asking you to pass these messages on to those 
who need them. The Lady will do the rest” (October 
5, 1952). 

It is sometimes so painful for the visionary 
to obey faithfully the directions of her heavenly 
mother that she spontaneously expresses her 
human struggles and resistance. This happens, for 
example, when the Lady requests: “Go to the Holy 
Father and tell him that I said: the time has now 
arrived in which the dogma can be proclaimed. I 
shall come back in private for the Church and for 
priests, at the time which the Lord shall determine. 
Say that celibacy is endangered from within. But in 
spite of everything, the Holy Father shall uphold it.’ 
When I shook my head and said that I didn’t dare 
say this, the Lady said somewhat angrily, ‘I order 
you to say this!’ So I nodded ‘yes’” (May 31, 1957).

SUFFERING UNITED WITH THE COREDEMPTRIX

Cross. ‘Take it up; He has gone before you,’ the 
Lady says. I refuse, and feel as if the people of the 
whole world did the same and turned their backs 
upon the Cross” (October 7, 1945).

Very often Ida experiences through mystical-
ly-felt pains, what the Lady of All Nations as 
Coredemptrix suffered spiritually and physically 
for the salvation of all peoples. “…and then the 
Lady … places herself before the Cross. I see her 
double over, and then she begins to weep. Such 
indescribable sorrow is written upon her face, and 
tears are running down her cheeks. Then the Lady 
says, ‘Child!’ And now it is as if she transmits that 
suffering to me. First of all I am seized by spiri-
tual exhaustion…. And I feel the same pains as 
before…. Suddenly it is as if I collapse, and I tell 
the Lady, ‘I can’t bear it any more.’ It lasts another 
moment, and then everything is over” (April 15, 1951).

That which the visionary sees and experiences 
in the messages of the Coredemptrix deeply 
changes her personal life too. Mary asks her child, 
“Let them come with all their needs, spiritual and 
bodily. The Lady is here… Make a sacrifice of your 
life” (April 4, 1954). “Everyone invoke the Lady of 
All Nations. And you, child, come before this 
image and pray as long as you can” (March 19, 1952).

Ida matures as a spiritual mother for many 
people, through her sincere, decades-long effort 
to live in obedience to the wishes of the Lady. 
Mary confirms this with impressive words, “And 
you, child, into your womb I lay the people of the 
entire world” (April 1, 1951). Many times, therefore, 
the visionary mystically experiences within herself 
the state of all humanity. During the fifth apparition, 
for example, Ida describes, “we come to a large 
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THE PROOFS OF AUTHENTICITY LIE IN THE WORDS OF THE LADY

When Ida asks for a sign of authenticity—
mainly at the request of others—the Lady answers 
that her proofs of authenticity lie hidden within the 
messages themselves: “My signs are in my words” 
(May 31, 1955 / May 31, 1957). “It will come true through 
the years” (December 3, 1949). Despite the miracles 
of healing and conversion which have occurred, 
Mary does not wish that such miracles be the 
primary proof of the authenticity of her messages. 
Rather, she establishes their authenticity through the 
happening of events which she has predicted either 
openly or in a coded manner. 

Probably the strongest 
proof of the authenticity  

of the Amsterdam messages  
is the prediction of the day on which 
Pope Pius XII was called to eternity. 

God alone, as the “Lord over 
life and death” can know such a day. 
Do not such proofs of authenticity—

even reaching into the life of a 
holy pope—clearly enough confirm 

the universal importance 
of the messages 

for the Church and world?

Over the years many of the Amsterdam 
messages have, in fact, been fulfilled practically 
word-for-word, one event after the other, happening 
as Ida had clearly seen it in her visions. Such proofs 
are all the stronger and more convincing, for the 
predicted events lie outside any possibility of human 
influence on the part of the visionary herself.

Until the end of her life, Ida follows with much 
interest the latest secular and ecclesiastical news on 
radio and television, seeing whether the messages 
are confirmed therein. 

On the night of February 18, 
1958 (Ash Wednesday), Ida receives 
that message which, more than any 
other, will be the proof of authenticity 
for Amsterdam. Let us have Ida herself 
describe what she experienced that 
night. “Last night I again woke up 
with a start, because, at exactly three 
o’clock, I heard someone call me. 
I saw the light again and heard the 
voice of the Lady saying,

 “‘Here I am again. The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. … I shall make an announcement 
that you may not tell anyone about, including the Sacrista* and your spiritual director. When it has 
happened, you may tell them that the Lady told it to you at this time. 

“Pastor Angelicus—the angelic pastor”—Pius XII, Eugenio Pacelli

*Sacrista, the General Vicar of Vatican City, at that time Dutch Augustine Bishop, Msgr. Petrus Canisius J. van Lierde, Titular Bishop 
of Porfireone, who served 5 popes from January 13, 1951 to January 14, 1991, and died on March 13, 1995 at the age of 87 in Belgium.
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Pius XII died at Castelgandolfo, his summer residence. Dressed in his pontificals, 
he was laid in state in St. Peter’s where thousands of faithful came to pay him their respects.

“‘The announcement is: Listen. This Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, will be taken up among 
Us at the beginning of October of this year. The 
Lady of All Nations, the Coredemptrix, Mediatrix 
and Advocate, will lead him to eternal joy.’ I was 
shocked at this announcement and hardly dared 
to believe it. The Lady said, ‘Do not be frightened, 
child. His successor will proclaim the dogma.’ 
I thanked the Lady and she said very solemnly, 
‘AMEN’” (February 19, 1958). 

First thing in the morning, Ash Wednesday, 
the visionary calls her spiritual director to tell him 
that the Lady has given her a message, but that she 
may tell no one about it. Fr. Frehe, however, has the 
good idea to have Ida write down everything: “No! 
You have to promise me to write down everything 
immediately, and to bring it straight to me today. 
Otherwise it is worthless. Think about it. I don’t 
care whether you seal the letter; it’s only important 
that I receive it today, and preferably as soon as 
possible.” 5 Ida obeys. She types the Lady’s words, 
keeps a copy with her at home, and even on the 
same day takes the sealed original to her spiritual 
director. He takes the closed envelope and puts it in 
his desk drawer, where it is soon forgotten. Difficult 
months now lie before the visionary—months of 
waiting in silence and trust for the realization of 
Mary’s prophecies.

Looking back on this sorrowful time, Ida 
writes in a letter to her bishop, Msgr. Huibers, on 
November 24, 1958, “I sat there, then, still with the 
thought that the Lady told me that I have to say this 
and that to the Holy Father. It was worst of all in 
the days when the Holy Father lay dying. Acquain-
tances called me and often said, trying to console 
me, ‘But the Holy Father will not die. It’s not at 
all possible,’ etc. Once again, Your Excellency, 
that was the most difficult time ... On the morning 
of October 9, while sitting before the radio, I then 
heard that the Holy Father had died. After that I 
said, ‘Thanks be to God.’ I know, of course, that 
this was not nice of me, but he will forgive me, 
for he knows that I was saying it to the Lady, for 
not abandoning us, and for not discrediting her 
concerns...” 6

Ida immediately hurries to her spiritual director 
and asks him for the sealed envelope. Because Fr. 
Frehe can no longer remember it, she even has to 
specify where he was keeping it. 

Then Ida gives him the copy of the message 
which, at his wish, she had written down on 
Ash Wednesday. Great is Fr. Frehe’s surprise, 
and he immediately sends the sealed original to 
Rome. There it will be a trustworthy proof of 
the authenticity of the messages for those with 
responsibility.
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LORD
JESUS CHRIST,

SON OF THE FATHER,
send 
NOW 
Your 

          

over the earth.
Let the HOLY SPIRIT live

in the hearts of ALL nations,
that they may be preserved from 
degeneration, disaster and war.
May the Lady of All Nations,

who once was Mary,
be our advocate.

AMEN. 

THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL  
AND THE PRAYER OF THE LADY OF ALL NATIONS

On February 11, 1951, in the same message in 
which the Lady reveals her prayer, Ida sees the Pope 
in the Vatican with the tiara on his head, one hand 
holding a scepter and the other with two fingers 
raised in blessing. Around him are gathered many 
cardinals as well as bishops of all nations wearing 
white miters. 

Ida does not know that she is being shown a 
prophetic vision of the Second Vatican Council. The 
Holy Father has a large, thick book before him, and 
she hears, “Changes have already been made, and 
others are in progress. I, however, want to bring the 
Son’s message. The doctrine is right, but the laws 
can and must be changed. I want to tell you this 

on this very day, for the world is undergoing great 
upheaval––nobody knows in which direction. That 
is why the Son wants me to bring this message.” At 
this moment the vision of the council is interrupted, 
and the visionary is guided before the Cross and 
brought to share in painful suffering. “And now 
suddenly I am standing before a large Cross. While 
looking at it, I am seized with terrible pains. I get 
muscle cramps from head to foot. … It is as if my 
head is split asunder, and I get a feverish feeling…. 
I can bear it no longer and ask the Lady whether it 
might pass. While I am still standing with the Lady 
before the Cross, she says, ‘Repeat after me. … 
Pray before the Cross:

PIRIT

“Then the Lady folds her hands,” and again Ida sees the Holy Father with the cardinals and bishops.  
“Then the Lady says, as if speaking to the Pope, 

‘You can save this world. I have said more than once: Rome has its chance. 
Seize the present moment. No church in the world is built-up like yours’” (February 11, 1951).

In large letters Ida now sees the word ‘LOVE’ written,  
and with encouraging words Mary turns toward the weak and little ones of this world: 

“if you practice Love among yourselves in all its refinement, even the great ones will not have a chance. 
...The fight no longer concerns races and peoples; the fight concerns the spirit. Understand this well.” 
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At that time nobody in the world—probably 
least of all the visionary herself—could even 
imagine that this impressive scene stood for the 
Second Vatican Council. Ida herself describes what 
happened more than ten years later:

“It says in the messages, ‘I see the Vatican, 
and right in the middle of it is standing the Pope.’ 
Actually, though, I described this inadequately. I 
saw the Vatican, and then I entered St. Peter’s 
together with the Lady. We walked through the 
nave, halting approximately in the middle of the 
Basilica. On either side I saw stands, benches, 
mounted up in tiers as in a stadium. I saw bishops 
with white miters sitting on all these benches. I can 
still recall the scene very clearly. To me it was such 
a comic sight, all those white miters, that I started 
laughing to myself. I found the view nice, somehow 
festive. The Lady saw this, and therefore said to 
me, ‘Look well!’ as if to say, ‘Watch carefully what 
I show you.’ ... ‘Look well, these are the bishops of 
all countries.’

“Of course, it had to be so, for there were lots 
of bishops sitting there. I also saw the Pope sitting 
there, with the tiara on his head. I knew it was a 
tiara, because the Lady had already shown me 
this in previous messages. He held a scepter in 
one hand, and raised two fingers in the other. The 
Pope sat at the far end of the nave, where the Lady 
and I were standing. A few priests were standing 
about him. The bishops and cardinals, however, 
were all seated along the side. I even saw some 
clerics seated on the floor in front of the benches. 

“I then saw that the Pope had a large, bulky 
book before him. Of course I didn’t know what sort 
of book it was. Later on I saw this whole scene 
on television. I found it delightful. I called out 
enthusiastically, ‘There you have the scene which 
I saw. So this is what it meant!’ What a pity that 
I did not describe it in the messages. But at that 
time I did tell it immediately to Fr. Frehe and my 
sisters and brother. And so they all know that I saw

 it like that.” 7

One thing appears certain: all proofs of authenticity—and there are many—in the end have only 
one aim: to confirm the divine origin of the message’s most important part. This most precious content 
of the messages—as a high point—is Mary’s request for the final and greatest Marian dogma. For it is in 
this peaceful way—the solemn proclamation of the whole truth concerning Mary’s universal motherly 
vocation—that Jesus wishes to crush the head of Satan. And it is through Mary and her children that He 
wants to do this. The crowning of Our Lady by the dogma will bring Mary as Mother of the Church to 
the center of the Apostolic College, as she was in Jerusalem.

“And the Lady stayed with her Apostles until the Spirit came. … So also may the Lady come to her 
apostles and nations throughout the whole world, in order to bring them the Holy Spirit again and anew. 
For before great decisions, the true Holy Spirit must always be invoked” (May 31, 1954).

The Miracle of Pentecost, 15th century                National Library, France
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“VERY WELL THEN, NATIONS, THIS INSTRUMENT HEARS THE VOICE OF THE LADY 
SO THAT SHE MAY BRING YOU HER WORD.”

Message of Amsterdam, May 31, 1955
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IDA IN HER FAMILY CIRCLE

Family photo of the five Peerdeman children  
Front row (l to r): Truus Peerdeman, Ida Peerdeman, Jo Groothues Heidkamp-Peerdeman and Fr. Spauwen, S.J. 

Back row (l to r): Next to Cas Kerstholt, a family friend, are standing Gé Peerdeman, Lies Kerstholt, 
Afra Peerdeman-Bos and her husband Pieter Peerdeman, the only brother, 

with their two children Jan and Hélène van der Heijden-Peerdeman.

It is understandable that the Peerdeman fam-
ily grows even closer together during the turbulent 
years of the apparitions. The extraordinary events 
surrounding the visionary of Amsterdam do not, 
of course, remain completely hidden, particu-
larly since two apparitions take place openly in 
St. Thomas Church. The ecclesiastical authority’s 
reaction to the unusual events is very reserved; they 
do not want there to be any publicity at all. This 
is exactly as Ida would have it, who completely 
disapproves of any sensation surrounding her own 
person. 

She sees herself merely as an instrument, just 
as the Lady told her. She is so matter-of-fact, even, 
that she strongly repels a visitor who in amazement 
and awe strokes her on the arm. Later the two speak 
about it and become friends. 

Ida’s great supports are her spiritual director 
and her close family. When she suffers and cries, 
the others suffer and cry too. Yet, their family still 
has many nice times too. Since all are very musi-
cally talented, they often sing and play. At Christ-
mas they even have little concerts. Ida plays the 
violin well, paints a little, and embroiders.
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Ida Peerdeman was a member 
of the “Militia of Jesus Christ.” 

The Militia was originally 
a knight’s order for the protection of 

Dominican monasteries and convents. 
After 1870 it developed into an 

independent Marian lay organization 
for the defense of the Catholic faith. 

Once Ida had a vision of St. Dominic 
who indicated to her the gate of a 
convent of Sens (France), saying, 

“Here shall you enter.” 
On October 13, 1968, 

she becomes a member 
of the movement and 

receives the “Militia Cape”. 
On May 31, 1969, during 

the solemn ceremony of her first oath 
at the King’s church in Paris, 

St. Germain l’Auxerrois, 
she is asked by the Grand Master, 

Brother Emmanuel Houdart de la Motte, 
to pray the prayer of the 

Lady of aLL NatioNs 
before the numerous 
feast day gathering. 

Paris, May 31, 1969, 
Ida joining the “Militia of Jesus Christ”

Throughout all the supernatural experiences, 
she stays natural. Through and through Ida is and 
remains a woman. She loves modern clothing, has 
an eye for everything that is beautiful, and, though 
modestly, likes to wear jewelry. 

With those dear to her, she can enthusiasti-
cally recall the happy vacations in the Tirolian 

Dolomites, in Bavaria, or in Switzerland. In her 
generosity, Ida loves to surprise others with care-
fully chosen little gifts. She would never forget to 
send a beautiful postcard to her niece or nephew, 
even if she is away for only one or two nights.

Exteriorly, her simple, modest life is hardly 
distinguishable from that of her three older sisters. 
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“On August 13, 1921, my 16th birthday, 
I received this prayer from Fr. Teppema, O.P. 
I pray it every day.”    Ida Peerdeman

On February 25, 1950, 
Aunt Ida writes 

the following prayer 
in the poetry album 
of her niece Hélène 

van der Heijden-
Peerdeman: 

O Lord, 
teach me 

to fold my hands, 
whether in joy or pain. 
Teach me to believe and to trust 

and to be patient for a lifetime. 
Teach my soul always to know 
what You, O God, desire of me. 

Teach me to forget my own will, in order to 
silently fulfill what you teach me. 

     Amen.
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“AND YOU, CHILD, 
IN YOUR WOMB I LAY ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE WHOLE WORLD. 

LOOK AT ME AND SIMPLY TRUST.”

April 1, 1951
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“GO WITH GREAT ARDOR AND ZEAL ABOUT THIS WORK OF REDEMPTION AND PEACE, 
AND YOU WILL BEHOLD THE MIRACLE.” April 1, 1951

In 1951, Ida had understood too little yet. Later on though, she was more and more convinced that the 
astonishing diffusion of the image around the world was the ‘miracle’ which Our Lady had shown her in 
a vision of thickly falling snow. The prayer was translated into many languages and taken throughout the 
world without any great propaganda but with the help and cooperation from many unexpected sides. For it 
had been thus promised to her, “You will find that the spreading will happen as if by itself” (April 15, 1951).

“AND NOW I SPEAK 
TO YOU, CHILD. 

SEE TO THE 
OUTSPREADING.” 

February 17, 1952

This is a picture that I took in the 
1980’s. Anyone who knew Ida also 
knew that she worked in her little office 
day in and day out, up until the end 
of her life, often giving the last of her 
strength to faithfully fulfill Our Lady’s 
wish. She tirelessly responded to 
requests and letters from around the 
world, and she even sent meticulously 
assembled packets of prayer cards 
and messages—prepared with a lot of 
love and with a personal greeting—to 
all the ends of the earth.

UNTIRING APOSTOLATE FOR THE MOTHER OF ALL NATIONS
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The visionary was permitted to see, as she had several other times, an image of snow falling which 
depicted the prayer’s effectiveness throughout the world . “After this the Lady points out to me the globe 
on which she is standing, and it is as if it is snowing around her. The Lady smiles and says, ‘You do not 
understand this? Look carefully at the globe.’ And now I see the globe covered with a thick layer of snow. 
Now the Lady smiles again and says, ‘Now look at the globe again.’ And it is as if the sun were shining 
upon it, as if the snow were melting and slowly disappearing into the ground. Then the Lady says, ‘You 
are wondering: what does this mean? Now you will receive the explanation of my coming today. Just as 
the snowflakes whirl over the world and fall upon the ground in a thick layer, so will the prayer and the 

image spread over the world 
and fall down into the hearts 
of all nations. … Just as the 
snow melts into the ground, 
so the fruit, the Spirit, will 
come into the hearts of all 
people who pray this prayer 
every day. For they are as-
king for the Holy Spirit to 
come over the world’” (April 
1, 1951).

This visionary had her “little 
place” in front of the image in the 
chapel. She kneeled there every 
day deeply praying the prayer 
of the Lady many times for the 
intentions entrusted to her and 
for the success of the world-wide 
action.

“YOU SHALL ALWAYS COME BEFORE THIS IMAGE … 
IN ORDER TO PRAY FOR ALL PEOPLE.” 

November 15, 1951 
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SILENT SUFFERING

The spiritual and physical martyrdom which 
the visionary of Amsterdam endures in silence and 
without complaint is not felt by others, even by her 
best friends. Ida always strives conscientiously 
to ensure that everything is written down and 
obediently passed on exactly as it has been told 
to her in the Lady of All Nations’ gentle yet 
meaningful words, and as it has been indelibly 
engraved upon her heart. During the visions, she 
sees heavenly realities and tastes blissful happiness. 
Returning to daily life, however, she is confronted 
with misjudgments and slander, mistrust and doubt. 
Made to appear ridiculous and unbelievable by the 
media, she learns painfully what it means to lose 
one’s good name for the sake of faithfulness to the 
truth and fidelity to the Lady.

Ida knows that she is not being deceived. All the 
more she is weighed down by the heavy burden of 

responsibility to be, as a little instrument, the bearer 
of the most important message of the 20th century.

Anyone who really knew Ida Peerdeman knew 
of her heroic obedience to Church authority. But 
hardly anyone can imagine what it costs her to 
remain silent and ever again to patiently wait, wait, 
wait.

Although now and then the visionary expresses 
her disappointment to her friends, she does not re-
ally complain, not even when it means giving all 
of her beloved ones back to God: first her beloved 
brother Piet, then the good Fr. Frehe. When her 
faithful second spiritual director, Fr. Kerssemakers, 
S.S.S., also eventually dies, people pity her, for 
she would no longer have weekday Masses in her 
chapel, and thus could no longer receive daily Com-
munion. Thereupon she replies, “But I do go to Holy 
Communion. I receive from an invisible hand.” 8

“So beautiful did I see her, and every day 
I occupy myself with her, her coming, 
and her words [the messages]. With 
this I wake up every day and with this I 
go to bed.”

Those who knew Ida knew how modest and 
discreet she was. And whenever she was 
asked to speak about the messages to priests 
or pilgrims, she described her visions as vividly 
as if she were reliving them.
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“YOU ARE NOT YET 
AT CALVARY”

Then, when her three sisters 
also die one after the other, Ida, 
who experiences deep loneliness in 
many ways, surely considers Our 
Lady’s words, “You, child, will 
have to cooperate without fear or 
dread. Spiritually and physically 
you will suffer” (April 1, 1951).

The visionary suffers from 
breast cancer, but since she fears 
the hospital stay, she waits a long 
time before accepting the opera-
tion. In addition, she has a serious 
heart condition.

Although she does not like 
speaking about it, some very close 
friends know of renewed demonic 
attacks during her last years. Once, 
after an hour of horrible, shrill 
whistling, screaming, and 
shrieking caused by the devil, 
the 85-year-old only weeps.

On the night of April 4, 1992, 
the devil comes with heavy, boom-
ing steps into Ida’s bedroom. She 
does not see him, for he is stand-
ing in the dark, but she hears his 
forceful, hideous voice, with which 
he tells her, “I will see to it that 
nothing goes forward with you and 
your bishop. And the light which 
you see is me and not the other one 
[the Lady].”

Dutch Master
Roger van der Weyden, Escorial 



Everyone who heard Ida speak about the Mother of aLL NatioNs had to say,
“It is impossible that this could come from such a simple woman.”

“MAKE A SACRIFICE OF YOUR LIFE.” APRIL 4, 1954

CANADA

IRELAND

USA

HONDURAS

TURKMENISTAN

NAURU

ARGENTINA

KAZAKHSTAN

NORTH KOREA

JAMAICA

FIJI

KIRIBATI

ZIMBABWE

UZBEKISTAN

SRI LANKA

ENGLAND

NIGERIA

EL SALVADOR

AUSTRALIA

ECUADOR

MALAYSIA

THE PHILIPPINES
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“AND YOU, CHILD,
COME BEFORE THIS IMAGE 

AND PRAY AS LONG AS YOU CAN.” 

March 19, 1952

“AGAIN, PRAY MUCH FOR GOOD 
PRIESTS AND VOCATIONS, 

AND THAT PEOPLES SEARCH THEIR 
HEARTS.” 

May 31, 1958

To that Ida replies, “It is surely her! The Lady always comes in the light. But the strange thing is that 
you come only when it is dark, and you are always in the dark!” Ida prays the PRAYER out loud, the one 
which Our Lady taught her. At that moment the devil shouts, “I will make sure that you are never able 
to see that light again!” Having said this, he throws a little stone in her eye, which causes terrible pain. 
Then he goes away. Her eye turns bright red and swells completely shut. The following morning Jannie 
Zaal, Ida’s faithful helper during her last years, and Ida’s sister Truus carefully wash out her eye with 
Lourdes water. Her eye is infected, but not damaged inside. The doctor prescribes an ointment and, after 
about ten days, Ida is again able to see without problem.

On March 1, 1995, Ash Wednesday, all five phones in the house suddenly start ringing at the same 
time. Even after Ida lifts the receiver, the ringing continues unceasingly. In this way the devil tries to 
scare her, causing her to feel uncanny and ill.

Another time he throws her up from her bed and says in his dreadful voice, “You are not yet at Calvary!”
On the morning of December 15, 1995, Mother Ida is found in her bedroom thrown on the floor beside 

her bed, her face bloody and bruised. She suddenly felt a heavy hand on her back, pushing her face down. 
The impact against the floor was so violent that, even after eight weeks, the bruise is still visible upon 
her face. Similar to the Lord on the Way of the Cross, Ida will fall three times in all before her death.

His Excellency Bishop Bomers wants to visit her on the evening of May 28, 1996. He rings the 
doorbell, but the door does not open for him. He knows, however, that Ida is at home. Worried, he has 
Jannie informed that she should come 
to look after Ida. Again the 90-year-old-
lady is found immobile upon the floor. 
A massive hand has once again thrown 
her beside her bed with brutal violence.
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“SOON I WILL BRING YOU TO MY SON.”

On August 13, 1995, the visionary 
celebrated her 90th birthday.
Friends came from far and wide
to thank her for her faithful 
perseverance.

After a long wait, Ida finally saw the ecclesiastical recognition 
of the title as Mary had promised her.

“CHILD, 
I HAVE LET YOU SEE 

THE TIME OF TIMES.” 
May 31, 1977

“Farewell, until heaven!” are the Lady’s 
very last words in the messages. Until that day of 
reunion, Ida Peerdeman faithfully lives out what 
Our Lady had once requested of her, “You shall 
always come before this image ... in order to pray 
... You shall continue doing so, until the end is here” 
(November 15, 1951).

Ida knows that she will die in 1996, because on 
January 1 of that year she hears Our Lady’s voice—
for the first time since November 1995—announc-
ing, “This is your last year. Soon I will bring you 
to my Son. Your task is fulfilled! Continue to listen 
to the voice!” A little later the visionary confesses 

to a confidant, “I’m not going to last much longer. I 
am deathly ill. Nothing holds me here any longer!”

On May 31, 1996, the future feast day of the 
Coredemptrix, public veneration of Mary under 
the title The Lady of All Nations is approved by 
Bishop Hendrik Bomers and his Auxiliary Bishop 
Joseph Punt of the Diocese of Haarlem/Amsterdam. 
Ida has waited in prayer for this for decades. Similar 
to the prophet Simeon in the temple, the 90-year-
old visionary joyfully exclaims, “Now it has finally 
come about! I was supposed to experience it, and 
I have experienced it. Now let our dear Lord come 
and take me!”

IDA’S DEAR FRIENDS CONGRATULATE HER 

FOR HER 90TH BIRTHDAY
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On June 20, 1996, with deep esteem for the human greatness of the visionary, His Excellency Hendrik Bomers, 
personally wished to preside at her funeral ceremony. To the right stands Fr. Amandus Korse in the Franciscan habit.

“FAREWELL. SEE YOU IN HEAVEN.”

The last words of the last message, May 31, 1959

HEAVENWARD

On Wednesday, June 12, 1996, Ida receives Last Rites in deep devotion from the hands of Fr. Aman-
dus Korse, O.F.M. He is touched by Ida’s readiness to die, or—if God were to so will it—to continue 
suffering even longer.

Two days later the family doctor urges the sick one to be brought to the hospital due to her very weak 
condition. Even before the ambulance arrives, Ida asks Jannie to help her downstairs from her bedroom. 
At that point they both fall down the stairs, and Peter, the gardener, carries her, sick and dying, into the 
dining room. After her admission to the hospital it is immediately decided to put her on oxygen, for she 
is gasping for breath and beginning to suffocate painfully. Only a few friends are allowed to visit her. 
The 90-year-old lay in bed like a child. She speaks with her last strength—her weak heart is completely 
exhausted.

In the early hours of June 17, 1996, Ida is alone. At 4:15 in the morning the hidden and yet so great 
prophetess of the Lady of All Nations lays her soul back into the hands of her Creator.
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“CHILD, THEY WILL BELIEVE YOU.  
I AM HERE! I SHALL ASSIST AND HELP YOU.” 

 Message of Amsterdam, May 31, 1954

“I HAVE ALWAYS GONE BEFORE YOU, IN ORDER TO BRING YOU TO HIM...”
Eucharistic Experience, May 31, 1981

Bronze statue at Ida Peerdeman’s grave in Saint Barbara Cemetery, Amsterdam



Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Now is the proper time in the liturgy to say something about the deceased whom we will 
carry soon to the grave.

We are gathered here together as people who have loved, admired, and esteemed Ida 
Peerdeman. Even though we all knew that, naturally, this moment eventually had to come because 
of her old age and that inevitably we would have to give in, her departure has left a void among us.

I have tried to find some passages from Holy Scripture which would fit best or in a special 
way to Ida Peerdeman.

The first reading I took from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. It began with the words, “On 
this mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all peoples a feast.” For all people—we all 
know that this theme of the Lord being here for all peoples is one which comes forth many 
times in Holy Scripture. This theme always played a great role in Ida Peerdeman’s conviction 
and experience in her faith as well.

His Excellency Hendrik Bomers 
at the Second International Day of Prayer
honoring the Mother of aLL NatioNs
on May 31, 1998 in Amsterdam.

FUNERAL ADDRESS
given by
His Excellency 
Hendrik J. Bomers
(+ September 12, 1998)
at the Eucharistic celebration
for the burial of
Ida Peerdeman
on June 20, 1996



I know that Ida desired very much that the Church would also recognize this veneration 
(Mary as the Lady of All Nations). I would like to assure you that this was also always my hope 
too. However, as a bishop, all the circumstances must be considered before making a statement. 
When I say ‘circumstances,’ I believe that I am the only one among us who really knows all the 
circumstances.

Fortunately, Bishop Punt and I made the announcement this year on May 31st, the Feast of 
the Visitation, that we permit without any reservations the public veneration of Mary under the 
title Lady of All Nations.

The Church must be very careful in view of people’s experiences such as Ida also had. 

Being careful does not mean that the Church does not believe or trust these people. To be 
able to say, however, that these experiences fully agree with the official and established Church 
teachings, which are founded on Holy Scripture, they must first be thoroughly examined by the 
Church. Will this moment ever arrive? Let us be open for it spiritually, let us pray for it, and let 
us as true Christians wait patiently until the right time comes.

In any case, I would like to say here that I knew Ida quite well. I have spoken with her on 
different occasions. The first time she came to me out of her own initiative to talk about her 
concerns. I believe that we can all easily confirm that Ida, in all the experiences that she had, 
was never hypocritical. She was through and through down to earth to her last day and she had 
great repugnance toward any glorification of her own person. There was no discussion about it 
with her. Both are very good and positive signs.

We all also knew her, naturally, as joyful, sharp, attentive and lively until the last days of her 
life. I am certain beyond doubt that she was absolutely sincere and spoke truthfully about her 
experiences. Her whole life was centered on the veneration of Mary with the title Lady of All 
Nations. I think that this veneration is very useful now because we live in a time in which the 
nations of the earth know one another and maintain contact. It is certainly so in our country and 
it is especially applicable to the city of Amsterdam where people from nearly every nation of the 
world live. All these nations must know how to live together in love, harmony and fraternity. We 
know about wars in so many places around the world, even in our vicinity. We have experienced 
this in still more horrible ways in our century through absolutely reprehensible racial dis-
crimination.

We express the truth that all the nations of the earth belong to a single family of God when 
we pray the Our Father. When we pray to God, “Our Father,” we say something very revolutionary 
with these two words. I do not pray to my father and you do not pray to your father; much more 
each Christian always says, following the example of Jesus, “Our Father!” He is the only Father 
for all mankind, all nations, and we are all brothers and sisters. Therefore, the veneration of Mary 
as the Lady of All Nations is a very good veneration.

The veneration under this title also keeps before us the responsibility we have to evangelize 
all the people of the world who do not know Christ. Naturally, we may not proselytize and 
employ sly methods to make Christians out of the people. Whether one becomes Christian or not 



is his or her own responsibility. Our responsibility, however, is that through the words we speak, 
through the works we do, and through the testimony of our lives we show people who Christ is.

Therefore, the title Mary, Lady of All Nations, is also an evangelical title. It reminds us of 
the task to proclaim Christ to the nations.

St. Paul writes in one of his letters, “Woe to me if I do not preach Christ!” He does not say, 
“Woe to the people who do not know Christ” or “whom Christ does not accept.” But he says, 
“Woe to me when I do not preach Him!” This thought of St. Paul is very much included in the 
veneration of Mary as the Lady of All Nations. 

In the Gospel of John, where the word WOMAN is used twice, it is unambiguously clear that 
Christ completely includes Mary in His salvific mission. Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, I 
hope with all my heart that after today, the day of Ida’s separation from our midst, the conviction 
of her heart may live on among us so that a beautiful and true, evangelical and thriving veneration 
of the Lady of All Nations may emerge. 

For this reason it is important, in the first place, that we begin to live with one another in 
harmony and work together. When somebody makes a mistake, we should forgive as true disciples 
of Jesus, stand up again and with new energy continue on the way of the Gospel.

Ida was aware that the day of her death was near. She is now united with her family and 
her relatives whom she always loved and who always loved her. She is happy with God, with 
Mary and with all those—and there are very many—who were her friends here on earth. She is 
now our advocate there.

This is the right moment to take a minute and thank all the people who were so important 
in Ida’s life. It would not be so easy for me to thank all those by name whom I should thank and 
I think the list would be too long, so it seems better to me not to do that. I would like to express 
my esteem and thankfulness to everybody who has cooperated and supported Ida and her efforts 
during her lifetime for the veneration of Mary, and I ask all of you to continue along the good way!

There is one person though whom I would like to thank personally. It is you, dear Ms. 
Jannie Zaal, because you were very close to Ida and cared for her with much love and affection, 
especially in the last days of her life when she needed very intensive care.

I would like to express my condolences to each of you for Ida’s passing away. Let us console 
and encourage one another in the conviction that this is not a burial for Ida but a returning home. 
We know that we are supported by the example of her life and we are convinced that one day 
we may be with her, there where she has gone now. 

Amen.
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2  Ibid.
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6  Ibid., 157.
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Fr. Paul Maria Sigl, born October 22, 1949, in Natters, Austria,
was ordained a priest on December 8, 1992, in the Chapel of Apparitions in Fatima.
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E ARE… PEOPLE WHO HAVE LOVED, 
ADMIRED, AND ESTEEMED IDA PEERDEMAN… 
IN ANY CASE, I WOULD LIKE TO SAY HERE 

THAT I KNEW IDA QUITE WELL… 
SHE WAS THROUGH AND THROUGH DOWN TO EARTH TO HER LAST DAY 

AND SHE HAD GREAT REPUGNANCE 
TOWARD ANY GLORIFICATION OF HER OWN PERSON. …

WE ALL ALSO KNEW HER, NATURALLY, 
AS JOYFUL, SHARP, ATTENTIVE AND LIVELY 

UNTIL THE LAST DAYS OF HER LIFE. 

I AM CERTAIN BEYOND DOUBT 
THAT SHE WAS ABSOLUTELY SINCERE 

AND SPOKE TRUTHFULLY ABOUT HER EXPERIENCES. 

HER WHOLE LIFE WAS CENTERED ON THE VENERATION OF MARY 
WITH THE TITLE “LADY OF ALL NATIONS”. 

I THINK THAT THIS VENERATION 
IS VERY USEFUL NOW…”

Bishop Hendrik Bomers, 
June 20, 1996, at the funeral of Ida Peerdeman


